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PROSPECTUS 


{ ae Le tere 


SHAKESPEARE IRELAND'S SEVEN AGES 


ae te ree 


Tomerrow,& tomrrev,& temrrew 

Crecps in this potty pace from day to day 
To the last syllable ef reeorded time 

And all eur yesterdays have lighted fools 
The way te dusty death.— Skakospeare 


ee 


When retailiag literary & othor anecdotes to the eirele of 


his friends,the writer was so incessantly importuned to Bive 
them publieity,that ho at leagth underteck the task whieh 
proved far mre arduous than he had antielpated, This dif 
fieulty eriginated im being compelled to rely en memory for 
the majer part of the labour; when the ehequered life ef 
the autker is taken ints eoasideration,& the necessity of 
roeapitulating events for nearly half a eoatury past be 
eonsidered,it will uot appear singular “hat the manuserips 


should have oeeupied a greater pertion of time in seumpleting, 


than had beer ealculated upon at its eenmencement,. 
Tae follewing heads eondense a eursery view of the 


subjeet matter of the intended publicatien, 


FIRST AG 


Peried of ixfaney & carly sehelastie aequirements in tmglaa¢, 


eontaining an aecount of the associations of Mr.Sanmel Ire- 


a i writer's fataer,with Men of Literature ,Artists, 


Theatrieal Charaeters,ac,among whom may be enumerated, he 
late Earl of Exeter ,Hegarth,Genoral Burgeyas ,bonnel Thaeraton , 


» 


R.B. Sheridan MP, Garriek,Maeklin Gentleman Smith & Mr,King, 
the comedias;Captain Grose,Messrs Mortimer ,Ryland,Boydell, 


Weellett Wwestall Gearge Steevens, Lindley K&G.KG, 
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SECOND AGI 


The Author's education at the College of Amiens in 
Picardy,& Eu in Normandy,subsequent visit to Paris , °/S75 
with a series of unpublished anecdotes of many promi- 
nent characters who figured at the commencement of 
the French Revolution.Among the latter may be par- 
ticularised,Louis XV1, Marie Antoinette ,Madame Eliza— 
beth,+the Dauphin ,the Princess his sister (now Duchess 
d'Angouleme),+he late Duke of Orleans (Egalite'),his 
Duchess,& her father,the Duke de Penthievre;Necker, 
Mirabeau,Bailly (Mayor of Paris) ,2obespierre,Count 
Scipio du Rome Kit Potter M.P.,the late - Perry Esq. 
of the Morning Chronicle, &co.with an account of the 
first Federation, & umpublished anecdotes,relating 

to the Bastille,the Temple, &o. 


THIRD AGE (p.2 in the original) 


The writer returns from the Continent,when he accom- 
panied his father on various Tours,& was subsequently 


articled to a Solicitor in Chancery,— the whole com- 
prising a body of matter connected with Literature, 


the Arts eta. 


FOURTH AGE 


A complete elucidation of every event connected with 
the Shaksperien Fabricaticns containing opinions of 


the Literati of every class; an examination of the 
several contraversial works & pamphlets which emanated 
from the press on that occasion ,deemed of such interest 
by the world of Letters,accompanied by anecdotio matter, 
~ the whole condensing a fund of information ,perhaps 


unrivalled in the literary amals of this country, 
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\ FIFTH AGE 


The Author's weary pilgrimage during a series of years,| 
buffeted by the contumely of the world,& incessantly 


persecuted by those whom he wiintentionally inoenséd 


by the production of his Shaksperian papers. This period 
embraces an association with individuals of every class 
from the Prince of Wales (his late Majesty,George 1V) 

to all ranks of soclety,any attempt to enumerate prom-— 
inent characters by name,under this section would be 
superfluous;we mast consequently close the subject of 
the present AGE,leaving the réader to form his estimate 


of its merits when issued into publicity. 


SIXTH AGE 


Second residence of nine years upon the Continent, 
connection with the Literati of Paris,& accowmt of 


Literature during the Hundred Days of Napoleom, Inter- 
views with the Emperor,& anecdotes respecting that 
extraordinary man. The writer elected Member,& then 
Ancient of the Athenaeum of Sciences & Arts at Paris, 
where indefatigable researches made him the vehicle of 
bringing to light numerous objects of Literary,Biblio— 
graphical,& Antiquarian rarity,which thereby found 


there way to this Goumtry. 


SEVENTH AGE 


From the Author's last return to Imgland,to the pre- 


sent period,on which head he will not dessant,the 
events being of such a varied character,as to pre- 


clude the possibility of condensing anything of a 
satisfactory nature in the prescribed limits of the 


present announcement. 


| 
| | 
It is the fortunate destiny of some literary charac— 


ters to find publishers who eagerly commit their lubri- 
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re, 
Phi to the press,& in many instances reward their toils 
with mmificence previous to the appearance of their works. 

Such gentlemen flourish under far more propitious 
auspices than the writer,whose pretensions to author- 
ship,however limited they may be,he nevertheless ventures 
to hope may entitle him to some share of praise,when the 


subject matter of his forthcoming reminiscences shall be 


ushered into publicity. 

He feels emboldened to make this assertion trusting 
that his pages will be fraught with as much anecdote & 
diversity of matter,as any evanescent production of a 
similar nature that has hitherto issued from the press. 

Weary of applying +o booksellers ,& most anxious 
to retain the copyright of the present labour in his 
own hands,for the benefit of his children ,the writer 
ventures to solicit the names of a certain nunber of 
subscribers being nesessitated to adopt this pl@m, 
meer the following circumstances. 

The expenses incidental to the publishing two hand- 
some Svo.volumes,with a portrait & other picturesque 
illustrations,in a style worthy to adern the library 


of a man of taste,would amount to 4 disbursement be- 


yond the writer's means. 


Thus cirecumstanced it is proposed that ,when suf 


ficient names shall be procured to cover the expenses, 


@ volume will go to press,& be delivered within two 


months from such period,the remaining portion of the 


MS.to follow with equal expedition ;whereby two volumes, 


eomprising one thousand pages,will be furnished in the 


lapse of four months. 


To enter into a detail of the vexatious impedi- 


ments & difficulties to which the majority of literary 


characters are subjected,in sending forth their labours, 


or to expatiate on the causes that conduced to impel the 
| 


wrater +o have recourse to the present mode off publi- 


cation, would be superfluous in this announcement, 
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‘as every circumstance will be amply developed at the close 
of the undertaking. 

Without further circumlocution therefore, Mr. 
Ireland begs leave to state that he boldly ventures 
to ground his hope for public favour on the contents 
of the first volume,which in *+he opinion of several 
literary friends,has been pronounced replete with 


anecdotes novel,instructive,& abounding in amusement. 


* 


The Work will be handsomely printed in 8vo.,price 

£1 - 12 - 0 the two volumes,embellished by a Portrait 
of the Author, & in the course of the Work will be 
introduced numerous fac-similes of handwriting, seals 
etc,illustrative of the text,more particularly that 


portion which refers to the Shaksperian productions, 


Subsoribers names received,& the Work to be published, 


by Mr.Miller,Bookseller,137 Oxford Strect. 


